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Revelation Revisited.

Ellen White Comments

Messages given in order

“The solemn messages that have been given in their order in the Revelation are to occupy 
the first place in the minds of God’s people.  Nothing else is to be allowed to engross our 
attention.” 

8T, p 302

Revival to follow deeper understanding

“When we as a people understand what this book means to us, there will be seen among 
us a great revival.  We do not understand fully the lessons that it teaches.”  

Testimonies to Ministers, p.113

A Sudden Change Coming
    
There will soon be a sudden change in God's dealings. The world in its perversity is being 
visited by casualties,--by floods, storms, fires, earthquakes, famines, wars, and bloodshed. The 
Lord is slow to anger, and great in power; yet He will not at all acquit the wicked. "The Lord hath 
His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of His feet." O that men 
might understand the patience and longsuffering of God! He is putting under restraint His own
attributes. His omnipotent power is under the control of Omnipotence. O that men would 
understand that God refuses to be wearied out with the world's perversity, and still holds out the 
hope of forgiveness even to the most undeserving! But His forbearance will not always continue. 
Who is prepared for the sudden change that will take place in God's dealing with sinful men? 
Who will be prepared to escape the punishment that will certainly fall upon transgressors? 

Fundamentals of Christian Education, p. 356

Trumpets are yet to be sounded

“Solemn events before us are yet to transpire.  Trumpet after trumpet is to be sounded, 
vial after vial poured out one after another upon the inhabitants of the earth.  Scenes of 
stupendous interest are right upon us.”  

Letter 112, 1890
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Destruction to fall on cities before the final Plagues

“The Lord calls for His people to locate away from the cities, for in such an hour as ye 
think not, fire and brimstone will be rained from heaven upon these cities.  Proportionate to their 
sins will be their visitation.  When one city is destroyed, let not our people regard this as a light 
affair, and think that they may, if a favorable opportunity offers, build themselves homes in that 
same destroyed city.”  

Manuscript Release, 1518

Outpouring of the Holy Spirit at the start of the Early Time of Trouble

“And at the commencement of the time of trouble, we were filled with the Holy Ghost as 
we went forth and proclaimed the Sabbath more fully.”

Early Writings, p.33

“ ‘The commencement of the time of trouble,’ here mentioned does not refer to the time 
when the plagues shall begin to be poured out, but to a short period just before they are poured 
out, while Christ is in the sanctuary…  At that time…trouble will be coming on the earth, and the 
nations will be angry, yet held in check...”

Early Writings, p.85

The Dark Day still future

“This is the sharpest day I have ever had in a carriage in a storm... I thought of the day 
when the judgment of God would be poured out upon the world, when blackness and horrible 
darkness would cloth the heavens as sackcloth...”  

7 ABC 426

Horrendous magnitude of destruction

“The Lord will arise to shake terribly the earth.  We shall see troubles on all sides.  
Thousands of ships will be hurled into the depths of the sea.  Navies will go down, and human 
lives will be sacrificed by the millions.  Fires will break out unexpectedly and no human effort 
will be able to quench them.”  

Messages to Young People, p. 89-90

“O that God’s people had a sense of the impending destruction of thousands of cities, 
now almost given to idolatry.” 

Evangelism, p. 29
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Sounding of the Three Angels Messages are yet ahead

“[The angel of Revelation 14] presents a message that is to be proclaimed to the world 
just before Christ comes in the clouds of heaven.”  

Signs of the Times, May 5, 1887

“The second angel’s message… was first preached in the summer of 1844…  But the 
message of the second angel did not reach its complete fulfillment…  Not yet can it be said that 
‘Babylon is fallen...’”  

Great Controversy, p. 389

“The angels are represented as flying in the midst of heaven, proclaiming to the world a 
message of warning, and having a direct bearing upon the people living in the last days of this 
earth’s history.” 

Life Sketches, p. 429

“The three angels’ messages are to be combined, giving their threefold light to the 
world.”  

SDA Bible Commentary, Vol. 7, p. 985

“The fourteenth chapter of Revelation is a chapter of the deepest interest.  This scripture 
will soon be understood in all its bearings, and the messages given to John the revelator will be 
repeated with distinct utterance.”  

RH Oct. 13, 1904

The work of the 144,000 (?)

“Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will 
hasten from place to place to proclaim the message from heaven.  By thousands of voices, all 
over the earth, the warning will be given.  Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and 
signs and wonders will follow the believers.  Satan also works with lying wonders, even bringing 
down fire from heaven in the sight of men.  Revelation 13:13.  Thus the inhabitants of the earth 
will be brought to take their stand.”  

Great Controversy, p. 612

We knew this was going to happen.

“Not long ago a very impressive scene passed before me.  I saw an immense ball of fire 
falling among some beautiful mansions, causing their instant destruction.  I heard someone say, 
‘We knew that the judgments of God were coming upon the earth, but we did not know that they 
would come so soon.’  Others said, ‘You knew?  Why then did you not tell us?  We did not 
know.’  On every side I heard such words spoken.”

Review and Herald, November 24, 1904
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[Note:  In an earlier (and somewhat longer) telling of the same dream, she made it clear that the 
people who knew such judgments were coming were God’s people.  When the fireball fell, these 
people were heard to say, ]

“Praise the Lord.”
“Why are you praising the Lord?” inquired those upon whom was coming sudden 

destruction.
“Because we now see what we have been looking for.”

Manuscript 102, July 2, 1904

Demonic Exhibition

As we near the close of time, there will be greater and still greater external parade of 
heathen power; heathen deities will manifest their signal power, and will exhibit themselves 
before the cities of the world.

Testimonies to Ministers, p. 117

The Deceptiveness of Satan’s Arrival

“Satan is preparing his deceptions that in his last campaign against the people of God, 
they may not understand that it is he.  ‘And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an 
angel of light.’ … Satan will go to the extent of his power to harass, tempt, and mislead God’s 
people.”

Messages to Young People, p. 51

“In the last days he will appear in such a manner as to make men believe him to be Christ 
come the second time into the world.” 

5T., p 698

“As the people of God approach the perils of the last days, Satan holds earnest 
consultation with his angels as to the most successful plan of overthrowing their faith.  He sees 
that the popular churches are already lulled to sleep by his deceptive power.  By pleasing 
sophistry and lying wonders he can continue to hold them under his control.  Therefore he directs 
his angels to lay their snares especially for those who are looking for the second advent of Christ 
and endeavoring to keep all the commandments of God.”

Testimonies to Ministers, p.472
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The False Millennium

“I saw our people in great distress, weeping, and praying, pleading the sure promises of 
God, while the wicked were all around us, mocking us, and threatening to destroy us.  They 
ridiculed our feebleness, they mocked at the smallness of our numbers, and taunted us with 
words calculated to cut deep.  They charged us with taking an independent position from all the 
rest of the world.  They had cut off our resources so that we could not buy nor sell, and referred 
to our abject poverty and stricken condition.  They could not see how we could live without the 
world; we were dependent upon the world, and we must concede to the customs, practices, and 
laws of the world, or go out of it.  If we were the only people in the world whom the Lord 
favored the appearances were awfully against us.  They declared that they had the truth, that 
miracles were among them, that angels from heaven talked with them, and walked with them, 
that great power, and signs and wonders were performed among them, and this was the Temporal 
Millennium, which they had been expecting so long.  The whole world was converted and in 
harmony with the Sunday law, and this little feeble people stood out in defiance of the laws of the
land, and the laws of God, and claimed to be the only ones right on the earth.”

Letter 6, 1884

Poverty Coming

Poverty is coming upon this world, and there will be a time of trouble such as 
never was since there was a nation. There will be wars and rumors of wars, and the faces 
of men will gather paleness. You may have to suffer distress; you may go hungry 
sometimes; but God will not forsake you in your suffering. He will test your faith. We are 
not to live to please ourselves. We are here to manifest Christ to the world, to represent 
Him and His power to mankind.--Manuscript 37, 1894.  {Ev 240.4}
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Study Daniel and The Revelation

Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the words of this prophecy, and keep 
those things which are written therein: for the time is at hand.  Rev.1:3

A message that will arouse the churches is to be proclaimed.  Every effort 
is to be made to give the light, not only to our people, but to the world.  I have 
been instructed that the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation should be printed 
in small books, with the necessary explanations, and should be sent all over the 
world.  Our own people need to have the light placed before them in clearer lines.

Those who eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of God will bring 
from the books of Daniel and Revelation truth that is inspired by the Holy Spirit.  
They will start into action forces that cannot be repressed.  The lips of children 
will be opened to proclaim the mysteries that have been hidden from the minds of 
men…

Many of the prophecies are about to be fulfilled in quick succession.  
Every element of power is about to be set to work.  Past history will be repeated; 
old controversies will arouse to new life, and peril will beset God’s people on 
every side.  Intensity is taking hold of the human family.  It is permeating 
everything upon the earth...

Study Revelation in connection with Daniel, for history will be repeated…  
We, with all our religious advantages, ought to know far more today than we do 
know.

Angels desire to look into the truths that are revealed to the people who 
with contrite hearts are searching the word of God and praying for greater lengths 
and breadths and depths and heights of the knowledge which He alone can give.  

As we near the close of this world’s history, the prophecies relating to the 
last days especially demand our study.  The last book of the New Testament 
Scriptures is full of truth that we need to understand.  Satan has blinded the minds 
of many so that they have been glad of any excuse for not making the Revelation 
their study.  But Christ though His servant John has here declared what shall be in 
the last days; and He says, “Blessed is he that readeth, and they that hear the 
words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are written therein.”

Maranatha, p.30
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Ellen White on “New Light”

Whenever the people of God are growing in grace, they will be constantly obtaining a 
clearer understanding of His word. They will discern new light and beauty in its sacred truths. 
This has been true in the history of the church in all ages, and thus it will continue to the end. But 
as real spiritual life declines, it has ever been the tendency to cease to advance in the knowledge 
of the truth. Men rest satisfied with the light already received from God's word and discourage 
any further investigation of the Scriptures. They become conservative and seek to avoid 
discussion.  

The fact that there is no controversy or agitation among God's people should not be 
regarded as conclusive evidence that they are holding fast to sound doctrine. There is reason to 
fear that they may not be clearly discriminating between truth and error. When no new questions 
are started by investigation of the Scriptures, when no difference of opinion arises which will set 
men to searching the Bible for themselves to make sure that they have the truth, there will be 
many now, as in ancient times, who will hold to tradition and worship they know not what.  

5T, p 706 -7

We must not think, "Well, we have all the truth, we understand the main pillars of our 
faith, and we may rest on this knowledge." The truth is an advancing truth, and we must walk in 
the increasing light.  

Review and Herald, March 25, 1890

It is a fact that we have the truth, and we must hold with tenacity to the positions that 
cannot be shaken; but we must not look with suspicion upon any new light which God may send, 
and say, Really, we cannot see that we need any more light than the old truth which we have 
hitherto received, and in which we are settled.  

Review and Herald, August 7, 1894

    Those who cling to old customs and hoary errors have lost sight of the fact that light is 
ever increasing upon the path of all who follow Christ; truth is constantly unfolding to the people 
of God. We must be continually advancing if we are following our Leader. It is when we walk in 
the light that shines upon us, obeying the truth that is open to our understanding, that we receive 
greater light. We cannot be excusable in accepting only the light which our fathers had one 
hundred years ago. If our God-fearing fathers had seen what we see, and heard what we hear, 
they would have accepted the light, and walked in it. If we desire to imitate their faithfulness, we 
must receive the truths open to us, as they received those presented to them; we must do as they 
would have done, had they lived in our day.  

Historical Sketches, p 197

I am instructed to say that the precious truth for this time is to open more and more 
clearly to human minds… There will be a development of the understanding, for the truth is 
capable of constant expansion.…  Our exploration of truth is yet incomplete. We have gathered 
up only a few rays of light. 

--Letter 156, 1903, pp. 2, 3


